# St. Ed’s

JULY 2021

Welcome to your bumper Summer edition of #St Ed’s! In putting this together, it became
instantly clear how much has happened this term purely by the amount of photos stored in
the files ready to be edited! A term of hard work, commitment, endurance and hope as we
slowly watched normality make a slow return – not forgetting of course the abundance of
fun! Welcome to your highlights of Summer 2021 at St. Ed's!

Thank you for the memories Form 11
It is never easy saying goodbye
to our Form 11s and this year
proved just as tough. Working hard
through adversity and remaining
committed and focussed during such
a challenging 18 months, we applaud
each and every one of them for
their hard work and commitment.
Echoing our school motto, Per
Mandendo Vincimus – through
perseverance we conquer, we bid
them not farewell but a

“good luck, stay in touch
and see you soon!”
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Divisional Music
Competition

Form 6’s Charity Fayre

As part of their English curriculum this term, Form 6 has been learning about the art of
communication and the means of persuasion. What better way to show off their newly
honed knowledge than to host their own Charity Fayre! The effort that the children had
put into their displays must be commended, as too the vast array of supporter stickers
that were on offer! The chosen charities included Battersea Dogs Home,The Blue Cross,
WWF, British Heart Foundation, and Cancer Research to name a few. Embarking on their
prepared pitches to visiting members of Staff and their peers, it was soon clear to see that
Form 6 have incredibly good persuasive skills!

Talking to the Animals

Our annual visit from Mill Cottage
Farm took place this term much to the
children’s delight. A highlight in our EYFS
calendar, the children had a brilliant
time meeting the animals and helping

to groom and feed them. It proved
quite difficult to work out who had the
better time, the children the staff or the
animals! Thank you Mill Cottage Farm for
a wonderful day!

5, 4, 3, 2, 1 … blast off!
It is not just Jeff Bezos and Richard Branson
who have been building their own rockets
this Summer – Form 5 beat them to it,
launching their own handmade rockets
into space this term thanks to Mr Harnden
and his very special ops rocket launcher!!

The Great Escape

The BESTEST most awesome themed
boarding night EVER (as one team member
called it!) lived up to its reputation this
term as The Great Escape unfolded around
the school grounds. Teams Tom, Dick and
Harry took on the obstacles of guards,
thick hedges, trenches and Mr Walliker’s

Many congratulations to everyone who
took part in this year’s Divisional Music
Competition. A melodic smorgasbord
of soloists filled the music room as the
Divisions battled it out for harmonious
supremacy! With Covid restrictions in
place, we were unable to host our usual
external adjudicator, but instead our very
own Mr Adams took on the important
role who commented, “I was incredibly
impressed with the high standard of
all of the performances and it was very
difficult to determine the winners as they
all did so well”. Many congratulations to
CROWN for reclaiming their acquired
title, Divisional Music Legends!

golf buggy in their bid for freedom before
tucking in to a delicious supper! With the
largest number of escapees ever recorded
in the history of the Great Escape, it
was certainly a night to remember and
congratulations to Team Harry for gaining
their victorious freedom!

A FOSE Thank you!
Julie Willcox and her fantastic FOSE
team would like to say a personal
and heartfelt thank you to the Form
11 parents who more than kindly
donated the refund cost of a cancelled
bus they had planned for the Leavers
Dinner to FOSE as a farewell gift. Julie
commented, “this is such a wonderful
gift and we will ensure the money
benefits future Seniors directly – thank
you so much for your support”.

Upstairs and Downstairs
Excitement levels hit an all-time high this term when Form 1 left the comfort of their
classroom to visit The Weald and Down Open Air Museum in Singleton. The day certainly
brought their history lessons to life as the children embarked on a Victorian Household
Chores workshop, which gave them the opportunity to explore and consider what it was
like to be 6 years old in the Victorian times. Situated in Whittaker’s Cottage, a typical
farm labourer’s cottage of the Victorian period, everyone rolled up their sleeves and
took on a varied range of household activities which Victorian children would have been
expected to help with, including making the beds, polishing and beating the rugs. Later in
the afternoon, the children took part in Mrs Anelay’s fact hunt which proved to be such
a success they almost missed their bus home!

Reception visit
Painshill Park
What a stunning day Reception had when
they visited Painshill Park this term. Joining
them for their day was a Storyteller who
spent the morning taking them all on a
fairytale walk where everyone had the
chance to re-enact parts of Little Red
Riding Hood, Goldilocks, Sleeping Beauty
and so many more favourite stories! The
children all had a goal to find Grandma’s
house and chase the wolf away …. so
much fun as you can imagine!

Form 6 Activity Night

No Covid restrictions were going to get in the way of Form 6 enjoying their Activity
Night this term! As is now the norm, our Chief Fun Guru, Mr Messina set the children
numerous challenges to test their minds and fitness whilst at the same time, ensuring
they all have an awesomely fun time!

Speech

Days 2021

Both our Senior and Prep School Speech Days proved to be happy and joyous occasions as the school celebrated the end of another,
somewhat challenging academic year whilst also rewarding the children on all of their excellent achievements. Due to Covid restrictions,
our Guest Speakers this year, actor and comedian Reginald D Hunter who spoke to our Senior attendees, and author and screenwriter
Anthony Horowitz who addressed our Prep attendees both joined us by video links – incredibly sad that they could not be with us in
person but the big screens did not dampen their enthusiasm at being virtually with us on the day nor did they diminish their passion and

advice they gave the children. We also missed not having the Headmaster or Mrs Walliker with us who sadly had to isolate during the
final week of term, however, never undeterred the Headmaster provided his formal speech virtually producing peals of laughter from his
audience when due to his busy house, was forced to present from his home bathroom and store cupboard! The perfect day to end not
such a perfect year but in true St. Ed’s style, the multipurpose hall exuded positivity, admiration, humility and excellence as we bid farewell
to our Year 11s and leavers and wished those returning in September a happy, healthy and restful Summer.

“Victory is in having done
If you’ve done your best,
It was touch and go in the days
leading up to our Sports Day
week at St. Ed’s with other
schools cancelling their events as
well as the attendance by parents.
Some may call it great foresight,
others stubbornness (!), but
our Sports Department were
determined to ensure the top
field was alive with spectators
on the day and thankfully, that
is exactly what happened! Our
Prep School Sports Day was
once again an afternoon full
of excitement, pushing limits,
great camaraderie and superb
competition – not mentioning
of course the unlimited levels of
homemade lemonade and Pimms
and incredible cakes! A huge
thank you to not only the sports
department for all of their hard
work to ensure a successful day,
but to all of the staff members
and catering team who yet
again went above and beyond to
guarantee the event took place
covid safe! Finally, an enormous
cheer for all of the children who
did their best on the day – you
are all our sporting super stars!

one your best.
est, you’ve won.”
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An Audience with Christo Brand
and creating a small garden in the prison
courtyard which he tended. Mandela
impressed upon Brand his philosophy
that education was the most important
factor in life and encouraged him to pass
this message on to as many people as he
could. His attitude was never to give up
hope and not to sit doing nothing – rather
that education would prepare for when
freedom came.
As part of our Seniors Activity sessions
this term, they had the quite remarkable
privilege to listen to a thought provoking
talk from Christo Brand a South African
former prison guard who became one of
several warders responsible for guarding
Nelson Mandela both at Robben Island
and later at Pollsmoor Prison. The two
men developed a great lifelong friendship
based on mutual respect and trust for
each other. By the means of 'Teams' he
took our seniors on a journey through
childhood memories to Mandela's release
and election as South Africa's President.

One of Brand's strongest memories was
when Mandela's then wife Winnie was
granted a prison visit and brought his
grandchild (visitors were not allowed to
take children) and Mandela begged him to
let him see the baby – Brand was obliged
to decline his request several times but
eventually secretly managed to allow him
the briefest moment in a window where he
could not be seen when he held the baby
and tears filled his eyes – this was their
secret for over 20 years. Brand would have
been tortured if he had been found out.

Brand related how at the age of 12 his
family moved to Capetown from Stanford
and his wish was to become a prison
warder in order to avoid compulsory
National Service. He got his wish and
aged 18 after training he was transferred
to the infamous Robben Island and met
Nelson Mandela.

Not only did Nelson Mandela on his release
from imprisonment keep in close contact
with Brand and his family, offering his son
Riann scholarship opportunities, originally
in New York to study engineering, but
after Riann's visit to Mandela to explain his
dream was to become a commercial diver
his wish was granted and Mandela funded
his scholarship to follow this dream.
Christo Brand was offered a post in the
Constitutional Assembly when Mandela
was elected President – which he declined
as he preferred to remain spending time
with his family.
The most important message that Nelson
Mandela taught Christo was that you must
not just live for yourself in life – you must
always try and help others.

He recalled how disciplined Mandela
was always up early, studying, exercising,

A truly once in a life time story to hear
and be part of and one that our Seniors
will always remember.

1917

Stars and Show ups!

Celebrating the end of their History GCSE, Mr Taylor and his Form 11s ordered pizza,
cookies and drinks and settled down in the Drama studio with them to sit and watch the
Sam Mendes epic film 1917! They truly deserved it!

The Headmaster spent most of his break
times this term awarding the children with
their stars and show ups and came to the
conclusion that Summer 2021 is officially
the term where the most stars and show
ups have been earned ever in the history
of the school! Huge congratulations to
you all, what an accolade!

Hampton Court Palace Congratulations Form 5!
Children in Form 5 stepped back in time
this month when they visited Henry
VIII’s most important and sumptuously
decorated home, Hampton Court Palace.
Bringing their history class to life, the
children had a brilliant time taking a tour
of the palace and learning some interesting
facts, for example, Henry VIII’s diet was
apparently 72% meat; early records of a
Keto diet, although clearly it did not work
for Henry! A definite highlight of the
day for the young historians was visiting
the kitchens where hundreds of cooks
were frantically cooking actual food using
the traditional methods used in Tudor
times, including the turning of the meat
and another room that received the
children’s heightened attention was the
Garderobe, also known as the Privy …
snigger, snigger!!

Many congratulations to Form 5 who, thanks to their incredible re-cycled projects,
were awarded their Green Blue Peter Badge. Studying their “Wasteful World” topic in
their geography lessons, the children were tasked to re-cycle and up-cycle it’s use – the
results were spectacular and Mrs Lyle along with Mr and Mrs vO were so impressed
they wrote to Blue Peter to tell them all about it. In response, Blue Peter replied,
“Dear Form 5, thank you for becoming Supersized Climate Heroes” by saving energy.
It was great to see all of your projects too! You have all done fantastically so please find
enclosed a Blue Peter Climate Heroes certificate for you as well as a Green Blue Peter
Badge which is especially for Blue Peter viewers who care about the environment and
our planet”. Well done Form 5, you are officially our St. Ed’s Eco Warriors!

Millilitres!
Setting their world
on fire!
As a post exam treat, Mrs Roberts and
her Form 7 Science class put their books
to one side and enjoyed experimenting
instead! Making their own ice cream was
the first project, finished off nicely with
setting their hands on fire … as you do!

Form 2 enjoyed a maths class with a
difference this term when learning about
how to read millilitres on a jug. Mrs
Drinkwater divided the class into two
teams and the children had to work in
a relay to fill their jugs to the requested
amount.Whichever team thought they had
reached the correct amount had to shout
'millilitres'! It goes without saying there
were a number of measured disputes on
whether the amount was correct but who
cares, what’s in a millilitre when you’re
having so much fun!

A Trip to Wisley

Form 4 visited the beautiful RHS Gardens
at Wisley this term as part of their
Science lessons. Sadly the weather this
year was not on their side, however
it did not dampen their spirits as the
children enjoyed a brilliant day discovering
Wisley’s beautiful gardens. Armed with
their worksheets, the children also
entered Wisley’s famous glass houses and
experienced the humidity of the tropics
and splendour of the tropical flora and
fauna – what a great day out!

St. Ed’s
Gallery
Form 3 have been studying
Aboriginal Art and Hundertwasser

Form 4's Mayan weaving

Form 6 have studied portraiture
methods and different art movements

Form 5's stained glass window designs
and ceramic grotesques

Form 7's packaging project
demonstrating drawing and collage skills

Form 8 have been developing their
perspective drawing skills with a
series of lino prints

Form 9's 'The Ocean'

Form 10's coursework by Ed Brown, Freya Jennings, Issy Lee and Cosmo Inglis-Jones

Form 11 GCSE Coursework
by Jess Harding, Phoebe Emery,
Freya Wood Falch, Libby Lloyd and
Olivia Isaacs and Max Masterton

A fond farewell to Form 11

With a combination of pride and sadness, the Headmaster hosted a black tie
dinner at the Frensham Pond Hotel earlier this term to celebrate the end of their
GCSE exams and to honour their time at St. Ed’s. Mr Barnes led the speeches
and whilst raising his glass to our 2021 Leavers, he congratulated them all on their
hard work and contribution to school life and wished each and every one of them
the very best of luck as they enter the next chapter in their educational journal.
Thank you for the memories Form 11 and keep in touch! We will miss you.

Music Scholars Concert
St. Bartholomew’s Church in Haslemere was certainly alive with the sound of music on Friday 18th June, thanks to
Miss Green, Mrs Weetman and our incredibly talented St. Ed’s Music Scholars. A truly stunning evening of music
featuring solo performances in voice, piano, cello, bassoon, violin and clarinet, there was certainly something for every
member of the packed audience’s tastes. Featuring music from over 30 different composers including Bach, Handel,
Vivaldi and even a touch of Lloyd-Webber, our Scholars performances were truly magnificent, perfectly encapsulating
the celebration of their inspiring musical talents.

The Real Inspector Hound
As part of their IGCSE course work, our Form 10 Drama students performed ‘The Real Inspector Hound’ by
Tom Stoppard this term. Sadly due to Covid restrictions parents were unable to watch it, but the staff were as
supportive as ever with the cast enjoying a full house on the night! The plot follows two theatre critics named
Moon and Birdboot who are watching a ludicrous setup of a country house murder mystery, in the style of a
whodunnit! By chance, they become involved in the action causing a series of events that parallel the play they
are watching. It was an excellent production with the able cast demonstrating their naturally honed comical and
dramatic talents. Many congratulations to everyone, an A* performance for all!

Charity Colour Run

Half Term was celebrated by hosting our now traditional annual Charity Colour Run! A day full of colour, laughter, more colour, energy,
a bit more colour, friendship, a hint of even more colour and copious amounts of St. Ed’s fun! Thank you to everyone from Nursery
through to Form 11 who donated their £1 to run in the race, with every penny raised on the day supporting a number of local mental
health organisations. Our charity colour run is simply the St. Ed’s community at its very best.

Forms 3 and 4 go
Following weeks of hard work and dress rehearsals, the day arrived for Forms 3 and 4 to perform their much
awaited Summer Showcase! With an explosion of energy, the entire cast showed off their abundance of talent with
the children performing an afternoon full to bursting of song, dance, music and drama! Featuring songs ranging from
80’s classic Kung Fu Fighting to Joseph and Mary Poppins, the children also delighted their audience with snippets

go to the Oscars
from Roald Dahl’s Dirty Beasts and Revolting Rhymes. Following the show, whilst the children were outside (thanks
to afternoon break!) the Jubilee Hall underwent a quick transformation and was magically turned into a scene from
the Oscars! With Mr Walliker as their Special Guest presenter, the children graced the red carpet to receive their
own personal Oscar in honour of their amazing performances! An afternoon of memories for our Hollywood stars!

EYFS Sports

The responsibility of kicking off our trio of Sport Days this term
was down to our smallest members of the St. Ed’s community,
our Little Ed’s Nursery children and our Reception form! With
the support of their parents and teachers, each and every one
gave it their all and a fun and energetic afternoon was enjoyed by
all! A big thank you to Mr Tye and Miss Humphries for organising
such a host of creative races for everyone and a special thank
you to our Form 8 helpers on the day! A big shout out to all of
our smallest sporting stars!

orts Day

Common Entranc

Following a different and challenging
year for our Form 8s which saw many
of them unable to enjoy and accept
the challenge of the usual Form 8
responsibilities, the Headmaster hosted
a very special Common Entrance
Celebration dinner to thank them all
for their hard work and commitment
over the past year whilst also treating
them to a very special evening to mark
the end of their Common Entrance
journey. Adorned in the prep school’s
divisional colours, the Dining Hall
looked spectacular as the prep school
leavers experienced red, green, blue
and yellow lemonade (!), delicious food
and a host of “only at St. Ed’s” games!

ance Celebration!

It’s not called the multi-purpose
hall for nothing! Having already
been a sports hall, drama studio
and great location for year
group activity nights, this term
also saw our beloved MPH
transfer into ‘Studio 54’ as
school shoes and uniform were
swapped for mufti clothes and
dancing shoes, thanks to this
year’s School Disco! A huge
thank you to FOSE and to all
of the parent volunteers who
worked tirelessly behind the
scenes to ensure a spectacular
night for everyone, and to the
staff who stepped in to help out
on the night – who could stop
them showing off a few of their
dance moves with the Macarena
and YMCA being firm favourites,
and that’s just the kids!!

Our Summer A
We thoroughly enjoyed hosting our class assemblies again this term, this time in their new venue, the multipurpose hall.
From Reception all the way through to Form 8, we enjoyed a smorgasbord of topics ranging from Save the Bees, Life
in Victorian Times, World Earth Day, Holidays, Learning Sign Language, learning resilience and even a world saving

2
Form

Form

3A
Form 3C

VO

Form 5

Form

5L
Form 5K

Form 7DG
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lightsabre battle in honour of May the Fourth! The perfect opportunity for the children to perform in front of their
peers and to the rest of the school aiding their talent for expression, courage and self-confidence. A real treat for the
teaching staff too, who, thanks to the range of topics, realise that we’re never too old to learn something new!
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Living it up at L
Our traditional residential trip to Letton Hall in Norfolk took place this term, much to
the enjoyment of our Form 8s. Mr Chichester had great fun mixing up the activities this
year with wall climbing, Go Ape and SUP/Kayaking being added to the already packed list of
activities for everyone to relish. A fun-filled, memory making, inspiring, exhausting and in total
contrast to some years, a relatively dry and sunny week was spent with everyone enjoying
some ‘down time’ following their Common Entrance exams – they thoroughly deserved it!

at Letton Hall!

Their Last Day!

It was a day full of mixed emotions
(and that was just the staff!) but
Friday 28th May became the official
last day at St. Ed’s for our Form 11s.
It began early with a swarm of baby
plastic ducks and ended in a cloud of
colourful dust and in the middle there
was laughter, tears and memories.
Good luck to you all we will miss you!

St. Eds
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Slapton Geography Field Trip 2021

Mrs Newens Reports:
Our Form 10 Geography students spent
four days last week in Slapton Sands in
South Devon, collecting and analysing data
in preparation for their final examinations
in the summer term of Form 11. Having
“not” enjoyed an early start to our journey
on Friday morning, our first stop was at

the field study centre where everyone
familiarised themselves with the key
geographical features and processes of the
area, before heading down to Slapton Sands
to study the rare formation of the bar.
Everyone certainly built up an appetite and
having returned to the field centre for some
much needed sustenance, the students

finished of their first day with some further
classroom work before bedtime.
Thankfully, a quiet night and a full English
breakfast welcomed everyone as they
prepared for the first part of their data
collection along the coastline. Starting at
Start Point (unsurprisingly!) and moving
around to Strete, the students collected
sediment samples, undertook bi-polar
analysis of the coastal management
approaches and conducted a number of
beach profiles. Continuing onto their
secondary data, they also had to look at
the Geology, prevailing and secondary
wind directions and explore the different
wave types. Thankfully the wind was on
our side for the day, and following a day
in the warm sunshine it was soon time to
return to the field centre to start drawing
their conclusions to the key questions.
On Sunday, we all headed to Plymouth to
explore human Geography in an urban
environment. We spent the day visiting
several different locations, studying the
environmental quality as well as building
types and, as part of the secondary
data analysis, the students explored the
population pyramids of each locating,
discounting the seagulls of course!
The time in Slapton Sands flew by, as
they say, when you’re having fun (!),
and following our busy 3 days, Monday
was spent packing before the students
presented their data on the GIS software
(Geographic Information System) and
drawing their final conclusions based
upon all of the data they collected over
the whole trip. It was certainly four days
of hard work for everyone, but thanks to
the weather and the Devon ice cream, it
was also a fun and enjoyable few days.

Duke of Edinburgh
Our intrepid adventurers and Duke of
Edinburgh students in Forms 10 and 11
undertook their Silver D of E Expedition
on the South Downs in July. The students
had to plan their own route, prepare
their own meals and carry all of their

own equipment for the duration of the
tour ensuring they were completely selfsufficient from start to finish. Mr Barnes
joined them half way through for a catch
up and was delighted to receive an email
from a resident on the route who said how

impressed he was by the helpfulness and
politeness of the children who had come
to his aid when he was trying to carry
some heavy sacks. A proud moment for
St. Ed’s. Congratulations to everyone for
your hard work, grit and determination.

Form 11 – we did it!
It was a push but Form 11 worked their socks off to complete their iGCSE coursework. Having missed so much workshop time they
all came back determined to complete the projects that they had spent so much time planning and preparing for. As you can see the
results are pretty amazing. With a group of 16 students this year, Mr Harnden’s workshop will be a quieter and tidier place next year!

Form 10 also returned determined to catch up on lost
workshop time. They managed to burn through two
projects in record time.The first was a project inspired
by the elephant designed by Charles and Ray Eames. I
want to say how impressive the designs were and what
better way to say it than in #St. Ed’s! It seems the
best place to blow our own trumpets. The second was
a small storage box, with a compartment. To say they
were fixated on quality would be an understatement!

Form 7 undertook a
huge task with the tower
challenge in their Thursday
activity slot. Armed with
just one roll of discarded
old fax paper and some
masking tape they made
some epic failures but in
the process one group
managed to set a Paper
Tower record of 277cm!

Form 9 completed the longest project ever by finishing a project they
originally started in November. These jewellery boxes look amazing and
include excellent joinery and etching. They also produced some amazing
bird house and feeders in a very short space of time. I am pleased to
say that we currently have Blue Tits nesting just outside the door to the
workshop. These birds have clearly been just as busy as the Form 9s!

Form 5 finally completed their Drum Projects and we can all enjoy the
peace and quiet in the DT room now that they have been fully tested!
The children then moved onto making a load of rubbish – that is to say
they used old yogurt pots and milk cartons to package their electronic
Steady Hand Games. By the way, they also make lots of noise!

It’s a Knockout!
No Summer Term at St. Ed’s is complete without Mr Messina’s inflatable extravanganza! This year’s It’s a Knockout was not dampened
by the weather and there’s no doubting everybody had an amazingly awesome time! Thank you Mr Messina, you are certainly St. Ed’s
official Fun Guru!

No summer term is complete at St. Ed’s without
the traditional visit from Mr Whippy himself!
St Edmund’s School, Portsmouth Road, Hindhead, Surrey GU26 6BH
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Wishing you all a very happy,
safe and healthy Summer!

